AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) Tho rotary l awn mowor accord i ng to C l a i m 2 A 
rotary lawn mower comprising: 

a frame supported by front wheels and at least one rear wheel for 
movement over the around: 

a t least one rotary cutting deck assembly: 

a lifting system coupling said at least one rotary cutting deck assembly to 
said frame, said lifting system operable to lift and pivot said at least one rotary cutting 
deck assembly about a generally vertical axis between a first position generally below 
said frame and a second position generally to a side of said frame, said lifting system 
having a support bracket assembly pivotallv coupled to said frame for movement about 
said generally vertical axis, a telescoping arm pivotallv coupled between said support 
bracket assembly and said at least one rotary cutting deck assembly, and an actuator 
pivotallv coupled between said support bracket assembly and said telescoping arm, 
said actuator operable to move said at least one rotary cutting deck assembly between 
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a non-cutting position and a cutting position, whoroin said support bracket assembly 
compr i s e s: having 

a pivot bracket fixedly mounted to said frame, said pivot bracket having a 

sleeve; 

a first pivot member having a pivot pin downwardly extending therefrom, 
said pivot pin being disposed within said sleeve of said pivot bracket, said first pivot 
member supporting said actuator; 

a second pivot member having a sleeve, said second pivot member 
receiving said pivot pin extending from said pivot bracket, said second pivot member 
supporting said telescoping arm; and 

a locking device retaining said pivot bracket, first pivot member, and 
second pivot member in an assembled configuration. 

4. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 3 wherein said 
actuator is mountable to said first pivot member in a first location and a second location, 
said second location being spaced apart from said first location. 
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5. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 4 wherein when 
said actuator is mounted in said first location, said at least one rotary cutting deck 
assembly may be positioned in either of said cutting position and said non-cutting 
position, when said actuator is mounted in said second position, said at least one rotary 
cutting deck assembly may be positioned in either a position generally under said frame 
or a swung out position generally to a side of said frame to permit convenient access to 
said at least one rotary cutting deck assembly. 

6. (Currently Amended) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 2- 3 
wherein said telescoping arm comprises: 

an inner rod pivotally coupled to said support bracket assembly; 

an outer tube slidably disposed over at least a portion of said inner rod for 
slidable engagement therewith; and 

a locking device operable to selectively prevent relative movement 
between said inner rod and said outer tube. 

7. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 6, said 
telescoping arm further comprising: 

a pivot pin extending from said outer tube, said pivot pin being generally 
coaxial with said outer tube, said pivot pin engagable with a sleeve mounted on said at 
least one rotary cutting deck assembly to permit rotation thereof. 

8. (Cancelled) 
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9. (Currently Amended) Tho rotary l awn mowor accord i ng to C l a i m 8 
whoro i n A rotary lawn mower comprising: 

a frame supported by a plurality of wheels for movement over the ground; 
a rotary cutting deck assembly; 

a support bracket assembly pivotallv coupled to said frame for movement 
about a generally vertical axis; 

a telescoping arm pivotallv coupled between said support bracket 
assembly and said rotary cutting deck assembly, said telescoping arm being adjustable 
into at least two lengths: and 

an actuator pivotallv coupled between said support bracket assembly and 
said telescoping arm, said actuator operable to move said rotary cutting deck assembly 
between a non-cutting position and a cutting position and further capable of retracting 
said telescoping arm between said at least two lengths; said support bracket assembly 
compr i sos: having: 

a pivot bracket fixedly mounted to said frame, said pivot bracket having a 

sleeve; 

a first pivot member having a pivot pin downwardly extending therefrom, 
said pivot pin being disposed within said sleeve of said pivot bracket, said first pivot 
member supporting said actuator; 

a second pivot member having a sleeve, said second pivot member 
receiving said pivot pin extending from said pivot bracket, said second pivot member 
supporting said telescoping arm; and 
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a locking device retaining said pivot bracket, first pivot member, and 
second pivot member in an assembled configuration. 

10. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 9 wherein said 
actuator is mountable to said first pivot member in a first location and a second location, 
said second location being spaced apart from said first location. 

11. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 10 wherein when 
said actuator is mounted in said first location said rotary cutting deck assembly may be 
positioned in either of said cutting position and said non-cutting position, when said 
actuator is mounted in said second position said rotary cutting deck assembly may be 
positioned in either a position generally under said frame or a swung out position 
generally to a side of said frame to permit convenient access to said rotary cutting deck 
assembly. 

12. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 11 wherein said 
telescoping arm comprises: 

an inner rod pivotally coupled to said support bracket assembly; 

an outer tube slidably disposed over at least a portion of said inner rod for 
slidable engagement therewith; and 

a locking device operable to selectively prevent relative movement 
between said inner rod and said outer tube. 
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13. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 12, said 
telescoping arm further comprising: 

a pivot pin extending from said outer tube, said pivot pin being generally 
coaxial with said outer tube, said pivot pin engagable with a sleeve mounted on said 
rotary cutting deck assembly to permit rotation thereof. 

14. (Original) A rotary lawn mower comprising: 

a frame supported by a plurality of wheels for movement over the ground; 
a rotary cutting deck assembly; 

a pivot bracket fixedly mounted to said frame, said pivot bracket having a 

sleeve; 

a first pivot member having a pivot pin downwardly extending therefrom, 
said pivot pin being disposed within said sleeve of said pivot bracket, said first pivot 
member supporting said actuator; 

a second pivot member having a sleeve, said second pivot member 
receiving said pivot pin extending from said pivot bracket, said second pivot member 
supporting said telescoping arm; 

a locking device retaining said pivot bracket, first pivot member, and 
second pivot member in an assembled configuration; 

a telescoping arm pivotally coupled between said second pivot member 
and said rotary cutting deck assembly; and 

an actuator pivotally coupled between said first pivot member and said 
telescoping arm, said actuator operable to move said rotary cutting deck assembly 
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between a non-cutting position and a cutting position and further capable of retracting 
said telescoping arm to permit said rotary cutting deck to be swung to a side of said 
frame. 

15. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 14 wherein said 
actuator is mountable to said first pivot member in a first location and a second location, 
said second location being spaced apart from said first location. 

16. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 15 wherein when 
said actuator is mounted in said first location said rotary cutting deck assembly may be 
positioned in either of said cutting position and said non-cutting position, and when said 
actuator is mounted in said second position said rotary cutting deck assembly may be 
positioned in either a position generally under said frame or a swung out position 
generally to a side of said frame to permit convenient access to said rotary cutting deck 
assembly. 

17. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 14 wherein said 
telescoping arm comprises: 

an inner rod pivotally coupled to said second pivot member; 

an outer tube slidably disposed over at least a portion of said inner rod for 
slidable engagement therewith; and 

a locking device operable to selectively prevent relative movement 
between said inner rod and said outer tube. 
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18. (Original) The rotary lawn mower according to Claim 17, said 
telescoping arm further comprising: 

a pivot pin extending from said outer tube, said pivot pin being generally 
coaxial with said outer tube, said pivot pin engagable with a sleeve mounted on said 
rotary cutting deck assembly to permit rotation thereof. 



Serial No. 10/751,254 



Page 9 of 1 1 



